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Welcome to the 2021 Global Conference on Disability & Islam 
 
Asalaamu alaikum and Hello!  
 
On behalf of Muslims with Disabilities international (MDI) DEEN Support Services, its Board of 
Directors, Chief Executive Officer, and the Conference Organizing Team, welcome to the 
Second Annual Global Conference on Disability and Islam! It is my honour to welcome you to 
what promises to be another exciting, educational, and dynamic conference exploring diverse 
perspectives related to disability and Islam. 
 
Since 2004, my colleague, good friend, and CEO of DEEN Support Services, Rabia Khedr, and 
I have been discussing the need for academic research on Muslims with disabilities. Currently, 
there is very little research in this area, and almost no published academic work written by 
Muslims with lived experience of disability. It is essential that Muslim leadership recognize that 
Muslims with disabilities are present in their communities and there is a social and spiritual 
obligation on them to ensure that Muslims with disabilities are fairly and equitably included in 
all aspects of the community. This conference will encourage Muslims with disabilities to 
document their lived experience since research on Muslims with disabilities is limited and is 
usually done from a non-disabled person’s perspective. This Conference embodies the 
principle of ‘nothing about us without us.’  
 
The idea of the conference was sparked last year, by the tremendous success of our virtual 
service to the community during this pandemic, when DEEN ran a series of Webinars on 
Disability and Islam. The success of these webinars made us realize the ease of global 
connection that was available to us through online platforms like ZOOM. It was during that time 
that launching a global conference on disability and Islam became a possibility for us – and 
from then, we planned a hugely successful first conference, and here we are, welcoming you 
to the second year of this dynamic conference! 
 
Alhamdulillah, we are so pleased with the response this year. We have received abstract 
submissions from all over the world, reflecting diverse subject areas such as Islamic literature, 
environmental justice, Muslim women with disabilities, employment/economic health, education 
and accessibility, disability awareness and inclusion strategies, mental health, marriage and 
disabilities, sports, Islamic psychology, poetry and much more. We hope through these efforts 
we can continue to spread the word far and wide, and to expand our representation over the 
coming years. 
 
I am honoured to announce that we will be joined by two keynote speakers: Sa’diyya Nesar, a 
disability advocate, TEDx Speaker, Poet & Author of 'Strength from Within' from Hong Kong, 
and Meharoona Ghani, a Diversity Specialist with over 20 years in the corporate world, now 
running her own business as a consultant. She is living with a disability and is using poetry to 
get her message out.  Sa’diyya will deliver the opening keynote address about ‘The Right to 
Belong and Heal - Amanah towards People with Disabilities.’ Meharoona will be closing our 
conference by speaking about the practical next steps we all need to take towards moving 
forward. 
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We have several goals for this second annual conference. To advance the understandings of 
Islam and disability, the needs of Muslims with disabilities within an Islamic and societal context, 
and the responsibilities of Muslim communities to support individuals with disabilities. It will also 
provide a platform for participants to share and explore a range of perspectives, experiences 
and research about Muslims living with disabilities and bring awareness to a variety of topics 
that matter to us. We are also excited about future developments that are in store including the 
forthcoming launch of the first Annual Journal on Disability and Islam and the continued 
progression of the Global Network on Disability and Islam. These platforms will help continue 
the invaluable dialogues initiated at the conference. 
 
The Conference is for people of all faiths, especially those who interact with Muslims with 
disabilities. We want to cultivate a broader cultural understanding and mutual respect 
concerning the inclusion of people with disabilities through strategic partnerships and 
collaborations with both Muslims, people of other faiths and non-faith affiliations. 
 
I hope that you will actively engage and participate in this dialogue, to discover information, 
resources, and best practices, and to build on one another’s success. For everyone in 
attendance, including service providers, academics, Islamic scholars, disability advocates, and 
anyone with an interest in issues related to disability and Islam, I hope that you will gain a better 
understanding of the issues and challenges faced by Muslims with disabilities in the community, 
to take an active role in addressing these issues and ensuring full inclusion for all. 
 
We look forward to having you join in the conversation, as we forge a better understanding of 
“Nothing About Us Without Us” within the global Muslim community. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rafia Haniff-Cleofas 
Conference Coordinator 
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Conference Schedule 
 

Time 
(EST) 

Type of 
Presentation 

Topic Name 

10:00 am Welcome  House keeping/Quran 
change your zoom names to the names 
registered, ASL, mute, safe, CC, 
Question, 
program booklet 

Rafia Haniff-Cleofas 

10:15 am Quran Quran Reciter Tanzania 
10:20 am Opening Remarks MDI, DEEN, Land recognition Rabia Khedr 
10:30 am Keynote Speaker The right to belong and heal - Amanah 

towards people with disabilities 
Sa'diyya Nesar – Hong 
Kong 

10:45 am Speaker Presentation Access to Education, Health, 
Employment for Economic growth 

Jahirul Islam - 
Bangladesh 

11:00 am Break out Room Meet other conference attendees  
11:15 am Panel discussion Islamic Psychology - a holistic tool for 

mental health 
Seyed Jamaluddin 
Behrang Miri - Sweden 
Fatima Ahmad, Canada 
Zainab Riaz - UK 

11:45 am Video Mastering Safeguarding:  At-Risk 
Muslim Adults and Children 

Andrew O'Donovan- UK 

12:00 pm Speaker Presentation Video – Stories of Departure  
12:15 pm Speaker Presentation Let the Well-guarded Pearl See the 

Light  
Shaimaa Ibrahim - Egypt 

12:30 pm Break   
12:45 pm  Speaker Presentation It is Our Space Too Marya Bangash - Canada 
1:00 pm  Speaker Presentation Lived experience of family members 

who are deaf as it relates to the topic, " 
nothing about us without us" from an 
Islamic perspective. 

Dr. Azzam Abu Rayash 

1:15 pm Video and interview Muslim women with disabilities and 
sports 

Dima Aldahouk -Canada 

1:30 pm Speaker Presentation The importance of Shura as described 
in the Qur’aan and Sunnah when 
engaging the Disability community.   

Shaykh Imran Ally - 
Canada 

1:45 pm Speaker Presentation Understanding Disability within the Spirit 
of Islam 

Nouma Hammash - 
Canada 

2:00 pm Prayer break Optional breakout room Breakout Room 
2:30 pm Speaker Presentation Marriage and Disability Omer Zaman - USA 
2:45 pm Speaker Presentation Leave No One Behind: Islam, 

Disability/Social/ Environmental Justice, 
& Disaster Management 

Aasiya Hussain - Canada 

3:15 pm  Poetry In Search of Noor: Mental Health & 
Islam 

Hanan Hazime – Canada 
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3:30pm Closing Keynote Moving Forward Meharoona Ghani - 
Canada 

3:50pm Closing Remarks Wrap up and thank you Rabia Khedr 
4:00pm  Closing Prayer Dua – Thanks and Gratitude Rafia Haniff-Cleofas 
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Panel Descriptions: 
Speaker Topic Description 
Sa'diyya 
Nesar 
 

Keynote speaker: 
 
The Right to Belong 
and Heal - Amanah 
Towards People with 
Disabilities. 

The lack of accessibility and understanding of social 
realities that people with disabilities face prevents 
healing or finding a sense of belonging. What is the 
role of leaders/non-disabled community members in 
this context? What is our role as a person with a 
disability AFTER we have advocated? Our wellbeing 
is an amanah from Allah (SWT) for everyone 
including ourselves - the balance of community care 
and self-care, especially when not given an 
environment to belong or heal. 

Jahirul Islam Employment & 
Economic Health, 
Education and 
Accessibility of 
economic growth 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 
 
 

People with disabilities need to be provided with 
skill-based training, enabling them to become 
economically active. Households with people with 
disabilities are more likely to be deprived of their 
basic rights, while also suffering from poverty. We 
need more skilled development programs to be 
established for people with disabilities. The 
government should redesign our poverty graduation 
model with the inclusion of people with disabilities. 
Aside from grant-based programs, designing 
microfinance programs for persons with disabilities 
would help establish their own businesses and 
participate in income-generating activities. 

Seyed 
Jamaluddin 
Behrang Miri 
 
Fatima 
Ahmad 
 
Zainab Riaz 

Islamic Psychology- A 
holistic tool for mental 
health (Panel 
Discussion) 

Presentation will explain some key points and terms 
used in Islamic Psychology, why it's important and a 
brief comparison to western psychology. 
Presentation will also briefly address how using 
Islamic Psychology could be of benefit to our 
communities at large and those with mental health 
and special needs. 

Andrew 
O'Donovan 
  

Mastering 
Safeguarding: At-Risk 
Muslim Adults and 
Children. 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

Misinterpretation of disabilities bring neglect in 
extremely vulnerable adults & children. It must be 
clear to masjids and Muslims that it is our Islamic 
duty to be realistic and responsible. By disregarding 
this, innocent Muslims who are in care will continue 
to be implied targets. For example, someone tried to 
persuade me to go into a rural setting at night as 
they picked up my Autism, but with support and 
feeling of safety from the Muslim community these 
scenarios could happen less in shaa Allaah.  
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Shaimaa 
Ibrahim  

Let the Well-guarded 
Pearl See the Light 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

The common notion among Muslims that women 
have to be protected justifies the imposed 
restrictions on Muslim women with disabilities, 
hindering them to gain independence. 
Misunderstanding Islamic concepts give negative 
imagery about disabled women. Typically seen as 
helpless and dependent, the overprotection, 
negligence, and authority are issues practiced 
against women with disabilities by Muslim families. 
This deprives disabled women from gaining rights 
and stops them from adding value to society. The 
presenter will share how fighting over her rights as a 
blind woman helped realize her potential, enabling 
her to achieve personal and professional success in 
addition to advocating for the rights of people with 
disabilities. 

Marya 
Bangash  

"It is Our Space Too" 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

As a disabled Muslim woman of colour and SMILE 
Canada's Education and Outreach Coordinator, 
sharing my personal and professional experiences 
on the need to include children and youth with 
disabilities and their families into faith and spiritual 
spaces such as mosques and Islamic Centres. I will 
highlight the intersectional barriers to inclusion for 
disabled and racialized children, youth and their 
families, as well as provide some recommendations 
on how to take the steps to make faith spaces more 
inclusive.  

Dr. Azzam 
Abu Rayash 

(Speaker 
Presentation) 

Dr. Azzam speaks about his lived experience of 
having family members who are deaf, through the 
lens of “Nothing about us without us” and from an 
Islamic perspective. 

Dima Al-
Dahouk 

Muslim women with 
disabilities and sports 
(video and interview) 

Dima Al-Dahouk is champion table tennis player, a 
mother of two, and a new Canadian. She's 
accomplished all that while living with a disability. At 
the age of just three years old. Al-Dahouk was in a 
car accident. And later, a botched surgery left her 
permanently needing a wheelchair. But growing up 
in Syria, she never let that stop her... And now that's 
she's in Canada, she's not slowing down. 
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Shaykh 
Imran Ally 

The Importance of 
Shura as described in 
the Qur’aan and 
Sunnah when 
engaging the 
Disability Community 
(Speaker 
presentation) 

The importance of Shura as described in the 
Qur’aan and Sunnah when engaging the Disability 
community. The importance of engaging them in 
order to fulfill their needs and ensure that they have 
full participation in policies, projects, and activities 
that affect their lives. 

Nouma 
Hammash 

Understanding 
Disability within the 
Spirit of Islam  
 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

The presentation offers a deep reading of the 
Islamic literature and history in relation to disability 
in order to help individuals/families make more 
sense of their disabilities and live actively. It also 
aims at helping religious leaders and advocates 
bring the valuable Muslim tradition back into today’s 
life. 

Omer Zaman Marriage and 
Disabilities  
 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

Individuals with special needs are largely lumped 
into one large group, however we are a diverse 
group of individuals who come from all walks of life. 
The main objective is to start an open and honest 
discussion on one of the more sensitive areas within 
our community.  

Aasiya 
Hussain 

Nothing About Us 
"NAUWU" to Leave 
No One Behind: 
Disability, Social, 
Environmental Justice 
& Disaster 
Management 
(Speaker 
Presentation) 

Exploring the intersections of Islam and Muslim 
Disability experience with Disability, Indigenous, 
environmental and social justice, and Disaster 
Management, with a “nothing about us without us” 
approach, inclusive barrier-free accessibility, human 
rights, equity, and justice to ensure marginalized 
and racialized Persons with Disabilities - the most 
vulnerable - are not left behind in our shared world.  

Hanan 
Hazime 

In Search of Noor: 
Mental Health & Islam 
(Poem & Explanation) 

I will address and challenge some stigmas that the 
Muslim community has around mental health by 
sharing a spiritual poem about my experiences with 
mental illness and disability. After sharing the poem, 
I will briefly speak about the importance of artistic 
expression and the role it can play in healing when it 
comes to mental health, and how Muslims and 
Islamic organizations can support initiatives like art 
therapy. 

Meharoona 
Ghani 

Closing Keynote Meharoona will provide closing remarks with her 
thoughts of the day and, a summary of the day’s 
findings and strategies for moving forward to ensure 
that no one is left behind. 
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Presenters:  
Rafia Haniff-Cleofas (Canada) 
Conference Coordinator & Facilitator 
 

 
 
Rafia Haniff-Cleofas has been active in Canada's disability rights movement over the last 25 
years. She is a founding member of ERDCO - The Ethno Racial People with Disabilities 
Coalition of Ontario, established in 1993 to advance the social inclusion, rights, and diverse 
voices of racialized people with disabilities. As a founding member of CAM-D, the Canadian 
Association of Muslims with Disabilities, she strives to make the Muslim community inclusive of 
those with disabilities. She is also a founding member of Race and Disability Canada and was 
an instrumental member in organizing the Global Conference on Disability and Islam. 
Rafia has a BA in Islamic Studies from International Open University and works as the 
Community Relations Manager with DEEN Support Services. She facilitates the Peer Support 
Network for people with disabilities and the Senior’s Circle Program with Islamic Institute of 
Toronto.  She is a motivational speaker and humanitarian who is passionate about helping 
others reach their full potential as a Mindset and Transformation Coach. 
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Rabia Khedr (Canada)  
CEO at DEEN Support Services 
 

 
 
A systems disruptor, Rabia is dedicated to equity and justice for persons with disabilities, 
women and diverse communities. She holds a Master of Arts in Disability Studies from York 
University. Rabia served as a Board member of Accessibility Standards Canada and the 
Minister's Disability Advisory Group with the Government of Canada. She is the National 
Director of Disability Without Poverty and CEO of DEEN Support Services.  
A founder of Race and Disability Canada, and a board member of the Muslim Council of Peel 
and a board member of the Federation of Muslim Women. A motivational speaker and a 
documentary commentator, Rabia has campaigned in municipal elections to serve as a city 
councillor in Mississauga.  
Rabia has received numerous awards for her humanitarian services, including a Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Metal and the MAX Woman of the Year. Rabia is a married, 
mother of 4 young adults and happens to be blind. 
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Sa’diyya Nesar (Hong Kong) 
 

 
 
Sa’diyya Nesar is a TEDx speaker, poet, and author of 'Strength from Within' which is based 
on life with physical disabilities and deriving strength from the stories of the prophets. She 
previously received her Bachelors in English Language & Literature from Hong Kong University. 
She then pursued her Islamic studies and wrote for a variety of outlets, including SISTERs 
magazine and the HuffPost. She is Hong Kong's RESOLVE’s social justice 2020 fellow for 
‘DisABILITIES: less assumptions, more conversations.’  She directed 'Community Care in 
Islam' events in Hong Kong's Muslim space and was an occasional speaker at the global 
'Healthy Muslimah Summit.' 
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Jahirul Islam (Bangladesh) 
 

 
 
Jahirul Islam, from Dhaka, Bangladesh, completed his Master of Governance and Development 
Studies from Jahangirnagar University. Jahirul has had a genetic disease since childhood, 
charcot-marie-Tooth (CMT) and now is a member of Rotary International world disability 
advocacy group and Commonwealth children and youth disability network (CCYDN). Jahirul is 
the founder and secretary of Centre for Rights and Development of persons with Disabilities-
CRDD.  CRDD’s mission is working towards an inclusive world where people with disabilities 
turn into people with enormous possibilities through providing integrated skills, enhancement 
training, and Establish rights of equity of persons with disabilities by reconstructing the way of 
thinking towards inclusive and sustainable development. And in recognition of this work, Jahirul 
won the Joy Bangla Award 2020. 
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Seyed Jamaluddin Behrang Miri (Sweden) 
 

 
 
Seyed Jamaluddin Behrang Miri is a licensed counsellor from Malmö (Sweden). He is currently 
studying the MSc programme in Clinical Psychology at Lunds University (Sweden) and the 
Islamic Psychology Diploma programme at CMC - Cambridge Muslim College (UK). Seyed is 
also the co-founder of many institutions such as ISIP - International Students of Islamic 
Psychology, Al-Balkhi Institute of Islamic Psychological Studies and Research, Shifaa Institute 
Sweden, and Nasheed Academy of Islamic Arts. He is also a Lecturer and educator in 
decoloniality, alternative pedagogy, grassroots organizing and interculturality. Seyed has 
Previous background within Media/Art/Culture/Education working as Journalist, TV & Radio 
Host, Actor, Artist, Project coordinator, Consultant and Educator. 
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Fatima Ahmad (Canada) 
 

 
 
Fatima Ahmed, from Toronto, Ontario, is the Co-founder of ISIP-International Students of 
Islamic Psychology. She is an Ijaza in Tajweed at Amman Ministry of Quranic Endowments and 
Affairs. she completed her B.Sc. in Psychology at York University, her B.Ed. in Education at 
York university, and is currently in her finally year of her Masters in Pastoral Studies-Muslim 
Focus, at the University of Toronto.  
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Zainab Riaz (UK) 
 

 
 
Zainab Riaz is a multifaceted individual with many responsibilities. She is Student of The 
Almiyyah and Classical Arabic at Darul Arqam. She completed a two-year diploma in Quranic 
and Hadith Sciences. She now is a student at the Sacoon Institute for Islamic Counselling and 
the Al Balagh Academy. Finally, she is the Taskforce Facilitator/Project Coordinator for ISIP - 
International Students of Islamic Psychologies Disability Taskforce. 
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Andrew O'Donovan (UK) 
 
Andrew O’Donovan is the Co-Founder of Muslim Disability Awareness, a group dedicated to 
promoting disability organizations and of disability-related topics. Andrew and his late wife both 
founded the organization, having experienced disability hate crimes they wanted to make a 
difference. As a toddler, Andrew was diagnosed with Childhood Autism (severe) in which 
resulted in speech and language therapy. In 2015 he was later diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder under the DSM-5 at functioning level 2 (Moderate functioning). After Andrew’s wife 
passed, he completed the highest qualification with four Level 7 Post Graduate Diplomas of 
master’s degree equivalence in topics of Social Care including research of social care in 
Shariah, Criminal Investigation & Forensics, Special Educational Needs and Disability. 
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Shaimaa Ibrahim (Egypt) 
 

 
 
Shaimaa Ibrahim is an Egyptian woman, who, in spite of her complete blindness, has never let 
her disability stop her from achieving remarkable goals. Despite the lack of resources, she has 
a track record of personal and professional success. She got a fully funded master's degree 
from one of the top universities worldwide (NYU). She has been a working professional for more 
than 15 years, assuming different professional positions like proposal writing, translating, 
content marketing. She has been also a guest speaker at local and international events, 
changing stigma and stereotyping related to disability and raising awareness about the talents 
and capabilities of people with disabilities. 
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Marya Bangash (Canada) 
 

 
 
Marya Bangash is the Education and Outreach Coordinator at SMILE Canada -Support 
Services. She is a second-year commerce student at UOIT. Marya is co-chair for the Holland 
Bloorview Youth Advisory Council and a Social Media Influencer who dedicates her time and 
energy to disability advocacy.  
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Dr. Azzam Abu-Rayash (Canada) 
 

 
 
Dr. Azzam has a PhD in Mechanical Engineering (Energy Sustainability and Smart Cities) and 
has a BA in Islamic Sciences from Al Azhar University. He is a former Visiting Imam at AL 
AQSA Holy Masjid in Jerusalem. Currently a Member of Board of Governors at OntarioTech 
University, a Senior Research Fellow at International Maqasid Institute, a Board member of Al 
Azhar Academy of Canada, an Instructor at the Islamic Centre of Oshawa, and a Project 
Management Professional (PMP), Certified Energy Manager (CEM).  Dr. Azzam grew up with 
his deaf sister and now his deaf brother-in-law, both who proudly belong to the deaf Muslim 
community in Canada and abroad. 
 
  



© DEEN Support Services 2021 21 

Dima Aldahouk (Canada) 
 

 
 
Dima is a Paralympic athlete in table tennis. She was a member of the Syrian table tennis team. 
She came first for 10 consecutive years. In 2017, Dima and her family fled the war in Syria after 
being under siege for a whole year. At the Paralympic Games in 2020, Dima represented 
Canada and won silver in both of her categories. Joining a sports club in Syria marked the 
beginning of what she considers to be the beautiful part of her life. Sports make Dima feel in 
control and forget about her challenges. Her ambition is to coach people with disabilities in table 
tennis. 
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Shaykh Imran Ally (Canada) 
 

 
 
Shaykh Imran Ally is a career Imam in Toronto, employed for 20+ years at the TARIC Islamic 
Centre, a rare achievement for an employed Imam for that period at one Masjid in Canada. His 
passion for serving extends beyond the Muslim community as an advisor on non-profit and 
corporate boards, while continuing to serve as a chaplain in health care for 15+ years, law 
enforcement for 10+ years, and international sports. In 2007, he supported his wife Kameeza 
who founded Yusuf’s Day of Hope (www.ydoh.ca), a not-for-profit fundraising named after their 
second son, who suffers from a rare genetic disorder. As a humble undertaking of ‘giving back’ 
– YDOH has currently raised over $245,000 by hosting an annual one-day family fun day event 
for the Complex Care Initiative at SickKids Hospital, Toronto. Imam Shaykh Ally and his wife 
enjoy a blissful marriage and are blessed with three sons.  
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Nouma Hammash (Canada) 
 

 
 
Nouma Hammash, MSW, RSW is a social worker in Toronto, Ontario. She is a Regional 
Services Coordinator at Spinal Cord Injury Ontario, a non-profit Organization that serves adults 
with disabilities. She volunteers in projects that address issues related to disability by giving 
webinars, organizing events, participating in support groups, participating in course building, 
and speaking to the media. Nouma has had a physical disability since her early childhood. 
Therefore, her lived experience and academic background have enabled her to look at disability 
with a holistic view that reflects on her work to enhance the independence and dignity of people 
with disabilities. 
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Omer Zaman (USA) 
 

 
 
Brother Omer Zaman has been an active volunteer on the Muhsen team since 2015. He was 
diagnosed with a form of muscular dystrophy in 2003, known as miyoshi myopathy. This 
particular dystrophy is known as a distal muscular dystrophy impacting his arms and legs, which 
has ultimately led to the use of a wheelchair. Since his diagnosis, Omer has gone on to 
complete his education with a bachelor's in finance from DePaul University, is currently working 
in corporate America and most importantly, he is a father of two boys and has been married for 
over 15 years. 
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Aasiya Hussain (Canada) 
 

 
 
Aasiya Hussain is an award-winning Canadian Muslimah with Disabilities, geographer, 
environmental professional, researcher, writer, educator, outdoor professional, community 
catalyst, and CEO & Executive Director of Ecohesian. She serves on Accessibility Standards 
Canada’s Outdoor Spaces Technical Committee. While also being a reviewer of the UN 
Environment Program’s “Al-Mizan: A Covenant for the Earth”. Her expertise includes 
environmental stewardship, conservation, sustainability, disaster management, human rights, 
and Disability Justice intersections with Environmental Justice, Indigenous Justice, Social 
Justice, health, inclusive culturally competent community development, governance, policy, 
and barrier-free accessibility which leaves no one behind. Her journey includes Islamic Studies 
and allyship with Indigenous, Interfaith, Multicultural, Racialized, Disability, and Marginalized 
Communities. (https://bit.ly/AasiyaHussainBio) 
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Hanan Hazime (Canada) 
 

 
 
Hanan Hazime is a multidisciplinary artist, creative writer, community arts educator, and writing 
instructor living in Tkaranto/Toronto. She also identifies as a Neurodivergent Lebanese-
Canadian Shi’a Muslimah Feminist and Mad Pride Activist. Hanan has Master of Arts degree 
in English Literature and Creative Writing from the University of Windsor. She is currently 
working on her first novel.  When not writing or creating art, Hanan enjoys reading fantasy and 
science fiction novels, overanalyzing things, photo-blogging, dancing with faeries in the woods, 
and drinking copious amounts of tea. 
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Meharoona Ghani (Canada) 
 

 
 
Meharoona Ghani was Born and raised in Golden, BC, and holds an MA in Gender and 
International Development from the University of Sussex, Institute of Development Studies. 
After a 20-year B.C. provincial government career where one of her roles was Director of 
multiculturalism and anti-racism programs, she launched M. Ghani Consulting as a Diversity 
Specialist, and then became a manager in a non-profit organization. While there, she designed 
and launched the Centre for Diversity and Innovation. Meharoona is a published writer featured 
in many literary panels/festivals and anthologies, including: The Muslimah Who Fell to Earth, 
Mawenzi House; and Body & Soul: Stories for Skeptics and Seekers, Caitlin Press. She just 
completed a 2020/21 Artist in Residence at University of Victoria’s Centre for Studies on 
Religion and Society. She is currently writing Letters to Rumi – her autobiographical book about 
identity and belonging. 
Website: http://www.mghaniconsulting.ca/ 
Twitter: @Meharoona 
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DEEN Support Services and Muslim with Disabilities 
International wishes to thank our sponsors for the 
Global Conference on Disability and Islam, 2021.  
 
This conference would not have been possible without 
your support. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


